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example for the other countries involved in the negotiations in 

terms of lessening the high concentration of forces and weapons in 

Central Europe. Be was certain that a step of this kind would 

have great,political signifi~an~e and would be widely applauded 

throughout the world. 

'rhe President said he agreed and s~ggested we try to resolve 

this today. "• 

Brezhnev aaid he would wel.come that. 

'rU.rning ,to other disarmament issues, Brezhnev first wanted to 

remind the President that the SOviet Union was firmly in favor 

of disar.mament and in favor of a comprehensive agreement prohibiting 

the devel.opment of new types of weapons of mass destruction. 'the 

SOViet Union considered this to be a correct way of proceeding and 

was preparecl at any time to beg in practic~l discussions of this 

matter. Unfortunately, the United States and its NATO allies had 

not manifested such willingness to date. Well, the Soviet side 

would have to wait until the appropriate situation matured. But in 

the meanwhile, as he saw it, it might well be possible to reach 

agreement on such partial measures as prohibition of radiological 

weapons and prohibition of chemical weapons, mutual renunciation 

of the manufacture of neutron weapons"and same other actions to 

reduce the scope of~ ,military between our countries and 

the world at large. Here again, be would ask Gromvko 

the general state of affairs. 

to review 



SECRET/NOD :IS 

13 

Gromyko note~ ~~at tre ~ovi~t Unio~ wa~ ~n~aged i, ne~otiations 

with the United States on some other partial disarmament questions, 

apart from mutual force reductions. The radiological weapons 

negotiations vere scheduled to begin literally three days after 

conclusion of the cment meeting. In general, at these negotiations. 

the situation was encouraging. There were a few minor remaining 

differences which could probably be eliminated quickly. Be hoped. 

that this would be so and that both sidea would make a major effort 

to achieve the goal of bringing these negotiations to a successful 

conclusion •. What was contemplated in this area was the signing 

of an international convention on the prohibition of radiological 

weapons. 

~rning to neutron weapons, Groayko noted :hat the Soviet 

Union had tab~ed a proposal at the Committee on Di~armament in 

Geneva, proposing that these weapons be prohibited and that both 

our nations be a party to such an agreement. The Soviet Union 

had stated its views on.this matter more than once and in particular 

this had been emphasized repeatedly by President Brezhnev. The 

Soviet Union believed that the manufacture and deployment of weapons 

of this kind would be a major negative step that would adversely 

affect re~ations between our two countries and international 

atmosphere as a would the hope 

Presi4ent personally and the this 

ma~ter seriously that an be 

the interests of improving re1ations between us and the interests 

detente 
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~inq to cb~~al weapo~s &&d the possLb~lity ol re~cbing 

. agxeement to prohibit such weapons, Gromyko noted that the nego

tiations on this question are proceedinq badly and in. an unsatis

factory way. It would evidently be difficult to go into detail at 

this meeting, but be wanted to make two points in this connection. 

Pirst, we bad· majox differences between ~ur views on questions rela-
... 

ting to verification in this connection and, secondly, for an 

ag-reement on chemical weapons to be effective it vas important that 

all major powers, and certainly the permanent members of the U .lf. 

Security Council, join in such an agreement.. What kind of an 

agreement would that be without the participation of China? Could 

one really agree to a situation in which the Chinese alone would 

have a free hand to manufacture chemical weapons? These were the 

major points to which he wanted to draw the President's attention. 

Tu.xning to anti-satellite systems, Gramyko said that Secretary 

Vance anCl he bad discussed this matter just two days ago. He did 

not believe it necessary to repeat what he had said to Secretary 

Vance. The President was well aware of the Soviet position. '.rhe 

difference between our respective positions was very great indeed, 

and he would ask the President to take a more objective look at 

this matter.. An aqreement could not possibly· be one-sided, bene-

the States ......... ""' 

Turning to conventional , 
neqotiations had bequn some time.ago and set:mte!Cl ·to move riqht 
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proposed to discuss conventional arms transfers on a regional 

basis. In brief, the regions mentioned were those in which the 

United States was interested. When soviet representatives mentioned 

other areas a.w! countries of concern_ to both sides, U.s. represent&- ' 

tives had. simply refused to discuss them. ,Since ncb an approach - . 
could not possibly be acceptable to the soviet aide, u.s. repre- ·• 

sentatives had simply walked out of the talks and bad returned 

bane. Thus, the conventional arms transfers talks were now in a state 

of suspense. 

'fhe President wanted to say a few "tr-ords on the anti-satellite 

talks. We had not complained about the Soviet manned Soyuz flights, 

and had not asserted that they were anti-satellite systems. our 

space shuttle will not be used as an anti-satellite system. It 

was the very center of our space effort in the future. 'fhe Presi

dent ho:;;>ed that this would not be allowed to block progress in the 

talks because we are going to.continue developing this vehicle. 'fhis 

was not a departure from our overall space effort, and if the Soviets 

took the position that the shuttle was beins developed as an anti

satellite stsyem, we could only assure them that this was not the 

case. 

Graayko said that 

-£~~-~ negotiations, 

on basis the u.s. position. 

. 
favor of continding 

reach 
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Gromyko sa~a the Sov~et Union ~u1d be prepared to resume 

the conventional arms transfer negotiations. 

Gromyko turned to the talks on the Indian Ocean and limitation 

of military activities in that area. He noted that the talks -on 

this subject had begun at a lively pace, but then the u.s. had uni.

laterally suspended them and no discussio~~were in progress at 

this time. Be thought that perhaps the Uni. ted States might be pre-· 

pared to resume the talks, but pointed out that in the absence. of 

these negotiations the United States had continued its activities 

aimed at strengthening the Diego Garcia base, and in general had 

intensified naval activities in that area. The Soviet side was 

prepared to continue negotiations on this subject, but be wanted 

to draw the President's attention to the fact that it would be 

impossible to do so without a change in the position of the United 

States. 

The President said with respect to conventional arms transfers 

that our position has been that we should not begin with areas where 

each country was deeply involved. We provide military assistance 

to south Korea and Japan, for example. The Soviet Union provided 

military assistance to Vietnam and Ethiopia . We would want to con

centrate in the beginning on areas where there was not that much 

controversy, where our two countries were not involved by commit

ments of lone; standing. 

As for the Indian Ocean, the President said that we had never 

insinuated tt-.rt ....-a w:>Uld st.op .. 1..lve:CJpin9 t:1.! Di~90 _~G~.ccic:~. base. 
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What had occurr""c ¥8S mac;si-."r Scvi "!t r.rmc sup;.?l:t to EU:.i.Jpl" and 

before that to Somalia, along with the presence of thousands of 

Cuban troops in that area. Now t.h8 Soviet Union was building up 

ams in Afghanistan. 'rhus, the situation had changed. We were 

prepared to negotiate with the aim of bringing about a stable situa

tiOD with respect for international borde~s., where neither the 

Soviet union nor CUba woul.d inject themselves into regio!Ull. aitua:.. 

tiona of turbulence. Such involvement caused us deep concern. 
_____ _, 

Brezhnev wanted to present aDOther idea, suggesting that the 

two aides take a broad look at naval a~fairs. At one time he had 

alreaay said that he did not think it was an ideal situation where 

the navies of the great powers cruise thousands of miles from theiJ: 

home territory for long periods of time, and the Soviet union was 

prepared to resolve this problem on the basis of equality. '!'he 

Soviet union had proposed that soviet and u.s. naval ships carrying 

nuclear weapons be withdrawn from the Hedi terranean. '!'he united 

States had not responded to this idea, however, but he still believed 

that this should be a subject for negotiation. initially, an exchange. 

of views might begin on a bilateral basis, .subsequently involving 

other countries as well Be would ask the President consider 

President 

in 




